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The search is on:

USF forms Regional Chancellor Search Committee
management of educational
leadership searches, has been
hired by USF to assist the
regional chancellor committee
as well as the university’s
presidential search.
Law also described
the type of candidate
the committee hopes to
recruit, citing a need for
an “impassioned, inclusive
and visionary” regional
chancellor.
Law stated the ideal
candidate would provide
USF St. Petersburg with,
“effective strategic leadership
that advances the quality,
reputation and ambitious
goals of the university.”
The formation of The
Regional Chancellor Search
Committee comes after
current USF St. Petersburg
Regional Chancellor, Dr.
Martin Tadlock, announced
his plans to step down from
the role earlier this year.
Having originally planned
to give up chancellorship
and return to his role as a
professor in the College

of Education on Dec. 31,
Tadlock later amended that
he would remain Regional
Chancellor through the entire
2021-22 academic year.
In a phone call with The
Crow’s Nest, Tadlock voiced
the importance of community
for the USF St. Petersburg
campus.
“We are one USF, but this
campus is also embedded in
downtown St. Petersburg,” he
said. “So, whoever comes into
[the regional chancellor] role,
would have to be the kind of
person that appreciates and
recognizes the importance of
that.”
Tadlock stressed the
need for his successor to
understand the unity between
the campus and the wider
community of downtown St.
Petersburg.
“They have to have a
track record of working
COURTESY OF MARTHA RHINE
extensively with community
groups,organizations and
The 17-member Regional Chancellor Search
leadership in the community.” Committee is on the lookout for Regional Chancellor

MAJORITY OF USFSP
VACCINATED, survey shows

Ken Welch sworn in as mayor

By Aubrey Carr
Crow’s Nest Staff

U

SF St. Petersburg
has taken a step
forward in the
search for its next leader
with the solidification of The
Regional Chancellor Search
Committee.
Selected by USF Interim
President Rhea Law, the
17-member committee is
made up of faculty, students
and local community leaders.
The committee selection
was announced by Law
through an emailed statement
to faculty members.
In the same email, Law
detailed the expectations
and responsibilities of the
committee.
“SP&A will work with
[the committee] to finalize the
position description, develop
an aggressive national search
process and recruit a robust
and diverse pool of qualified
candidates,” Law said.
SP&A Executive Search,
a firm dedicated to the

By Aubrey Carr
Crow’s Nest Staff

A

recent survey
revealed an increase
in COVID-19
vaccinations during the fall
2021 semester.
Carried out by the
Wellness Center, the voluntary
survey was sent to students
and faculty of the USF St.
Petersburg campus last
December.
The survey asked questions
regarding general COVID-19
vaccination status and
opinions towards the vaccine.
Though participation was
not required, 1,100 members
of the St. Petersburg campus
community responded to the
questionnaire. A majority of
respondents reported a full
vaccination status.

Of those that responded,
93.78% said they received
all doses of their chosen
vaccines. At 66.83%, most
fully vaccinated respondents
received the Pfizer Vaccine.
The survey also showed
large vaccination numbers for
staff and faculty members.
Of the 197 staff respondents,
100% reported being fully
vaccinated. Of the 114 faculty
respondents, 99.1% said they
were fully vaccinated.
For unvaccinated
respondents, 82.35% did
not receive any vaccine.
and 14.71% self-reported
receiving at least one dose, but
not completing the full course
of vaccinations.

Continued on p. 2

Continued on p. 2

By Molly Ryan
Crow’s Nest Staff

K

en Welch was
sworn in as the
54th mayor of
St. Petersburg on Jan. 6 —
becoming the first Black
mayor in the city’s history.
The ceremony was held
virtually since Welch tested
positive for COVID-19 just
days before despite being
fully vaccinated and having
received the booster.
“It is my distinct honor to
address you today. Although
under unique circumstances,
as the 54th mayor of the City
of St. Petersburg, I want
to thank everyone who has
reached out with words of
support. I am recovering, and
my symptoms remain mild,”
Welch said during his speech.
Announced as mayorelect on Nov. 2, Welch ran a
campaign based on progress

Martin Tadlock’s (pictured above) successor.

for all people and uplifting
marginalized communities.
Welch described becoming
St. Petersburg’s first Black
mayor as a “significant
moment for many reasons.”
“As a child of the civil
rights era, I grew up in the
areas of our city where my
family lived not by choice, but
by sanctioned discriminatory
practices that defined where
African Americans could
live in our city,” Welch said.
“I am a product of the last
segregated schools in Pinellas
and the first truly integrated
schools.”
Welch also called this
election “historic.”
“But our goal is not to
simply make history,” Welch
said. “Rather, we must
work together to make a
difference to make an impact
for this generation, and for
generations to come.

Welch replaced outgoing
mayor Rick Kriseman, who
was sworn in 2014 and served
two consecutive terms. During
his speech, Welch thanked
Kriseman for his “focus on
equity, inclusion, community
and economic development”
and leadership through the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“Our city has become an
incubator for new business
and technology startups,
a pioneer in innovative
problem solving, a leader
in creativity and cultural
growth, a hub for medical
and marine science research
and discovery, and a thriving
example of the live work, play
and retire lifestyle,” Welch
said. “[Kriseman] positioned
our city for even greater
progress.”

Continued on p. 3
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Call Me MISTER program introduces
2 NEWS
its first cohort of students

By Molly Ryan
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he Call Me MISTER
program introduced
its first cohort of
three students last November.
With USF’s dedication to
preparing future leaders, the
university hopes to increase
that number.
USF published a press
release announcing that the
program, housed at USF St.
Petersburg, introduced its first
2021-2022 cohort of students.
Each student signed
commitment letters during
a ceremony solidifying their
dedication to becoming
teachers in Pinellas County
and upholding the program’s
values.
USF is the only school
in Florida with a licensed
Call Me MISTER program,
an acronym for Mentors
Instructing Students Toward
Effective Role Models, which
was introduced to the St.
Petersburg campus through
the College of Education in
January of 2021 and aimed
toward increasing the number
of male teachers of color in
Pinellas County elementary
schools with large populations
of at-risk students.
Its first cohort includes
one graduate student,
Juan Dacosta, and two
undergraduate students,
Michael Wright and Triston
Williams.

“Because I went to school
in Pinellas County for 12
years, I understood the
premise of the whole program
and why it’s necessary and
important,” Dacosta, who
has a master’s degree in
business administration and
is now earning a master’s
in education, said, “For me,
without thought, I had to do
it because it allows me to
give something back to the
community.”
The program, founded and
based at Clemson University,
is funded by private donors
and provides tuition assistance
for approved areas of studies;
academic, social, and cultural
support systems; assistance
with job placement and
the opportunity to attend a
national summer conference.
In return, its graduates
must teach in low-income and
urban elementary schools for
every year they receive the
program’s benefits.
“The commitment isn’t
a one-way street. It’s very
much reciprocal,” said Brenda
Walker, the program’s director
and professor in exceptional
student education at the USF
Tampa campus. “You have
the unwavering support; you
have the commitment and the
investment of multiple USF
individuals and our partners at
Pinellas County schools,” she
said in the press release.
Walker, the former
associate dean of education
at USF’s St. Petersburg

USFSP Regional chancellor
search committee announced
Continued from front page
“It has to be the kind of
person that really cares about
what they call the ‘town and
gown’ relationships,” Tadlock
said.
The full 17-member
committee includes:
** Thomas Smith,
Chair; Associate Dean
and Professor of Political
Science, Judy Genshaft
Honors College and College
of Arts and Sciences
** Alison Barlow, Vice
Chair; Executive Director,
Innovation District
** Savannah Carr,
Undergraduate Student
** Cindy DeLuca,
Associate Vice President,
Innovative Education
** Jake Diaz, Director of
Student Success
** Lyman Dukes,
Professor, College of
Education
** Eric Eisenberg, Dean,
College of Arts and Sciences
** Tom Frazer, Dean,
College of Marine Science
** Casey Frechette,
Associate Professor and
Chair, Department of
Journalism and Digital

Communication, College of
Arts and Sciences
** Kemesha Gabbidon,
Assistant Professor,
Department of Psychology,
College of Arts and Sciences
** Chris Garvin, Dean,
College of the Arts
** Scott Goyer, President
and CEO, YMCA of the
Suncoast; Campus Board
Member, USF St. Petersburg
** Jason Mathis, CEO,
St. Petersburg Downtown
Partnership
** Usha Menon, Dean,
College of Nursing
** Carlos Moreira,
Assistant Director, Office of
Veteran Success
** Tonjua Williams,
President, St. Petersburg
College
** Tina Yang, Bank
of America, Professor of
Finance, Tiedemann School
of Business and Finance,
Muma College of Business
aubrey14@usf.edu

campus, played a big role in
expressed the need for more
hope to expand the program
securing the campus’s Call
diversity in schools.
to the Tampa and SarasotaMe MISTER license.
“I’ve never had a
Manatee campuses.
According to a 2014
male teacher of color, so
“It’s a calling as a public
study conducted by the
I believe expanding this
servant. It’s an opportunity
National Center for Education underrepresented group will
to give back to society,” said
Statistics, despite “ethnic and
inspire children and teach
Sandra Vernon-Jackson,
racial minorities” making up
them that someone who
coordinator of the Call
half of the student population
looks like them can work in a Me MISTER program and
in public schools, 80%
highly-respected profession,”
instructor of mathematics
of teachers are white and
Wright said. “As I go through education at the USF St.
77% are female. The study,
the program, I hope to
Petersburg campus. “When
published in 2017, also found learn how to be an amazing
it comes to education, we’ve
that of the 20% of non-white
educator and leave an
been losing individuals.
teachers, only 2% were Black everlasting impression with
There’s a low rate of men
men.
the students I encounter.”
going into the teaching
Another 2017 study by the
In recent years, student
profession.”
Institute of Labor Economics
diversity at USF has taken an
mollyr5@usf.edu
found that “exposure to at
overall dip in comparison to
least one black teacher in
past numbers.
grades three to five increases
With programs like Call
the likelihood that persistently Me MISTER, USF has
low-income students of both
shown commitment toward
sexes aspire to attend a fourincreasing enrollment and
year college.”
opportunities for students of
The Call Me MISTER
color. University officials also
program strives to break
barriers and harness hope for
elementary school children
by creating role models that
not only provide support but
relate to them too.
“I’ve always had the desire
to leave a positive impact
on those around me and be
a mentor to someone. The
program provides that and
assists me in the process of
becoming a teacher, which is
a field that lacks diversity,”
Williams, one of the students
COURTESY OF USF
in the cohort, said in the press
(Left to right) Juan Dacosta, Michael Wright and
release.
Similarly, Wright, a fellow Triston Williams are the first cohort of students in the
member of the program,
program at USF St. Petersburg’s campus.

iNCREASE in usfsp vaccinations
during fall 2021, survey shows

Continued from front page

The survey directed
unvaccinated individuals to
share the reasoning behind
their vaccination status.
23.21% felt protected by
antibodies from previous
COVID-19 exposure,
25.89% believed their natural
immunity was enough,
16.07% did not trust any
vaccinations and 5.36% said
their healthcare provider
advised against the vaccine.
In a report for the survey,
Victoria Beltran, assistant
director of preventative
services for the Wellness
Center, further broke down
responses.
“Most of those who
responded to not getting the
vaccine and why fell into the
themes of mistrust because of
past family history of negative
reactions to vaccines, mistrust
of the speed of development
of the vaccines and feeling
like they were healthy enough
to not need the vaccine,”
Beltran said. “Most of those
who stated they didn’t
trust it repeated a myth or
misperception about FDA

approval and vaccination
efficacy.”
The Wellness Center also
reported an increased number
of COVID-19 vaccinations
given during the fall 2021
semester.
In comparison to the
167 vaccines administered
during the combined spring
and summer semesters, 265
COVID-19 vaccinations were
completed during the fall
semester –– a 59% increase.
The growth in vaccine
numbers comes on the heels
of the Wellness Center’s
efforts to increase COVID
vaccine confidence.
Aided by a $3,000
grant from The American
College Health Association
(ACHA), the Wellness Center
launched its “Vaxxed AF (and
fortunate)” campaign early in
the fall semester.
According to Beltran,
shirts, buttons and bags
labeled “Vaxxed AF” were
used as incentive to increase
acceptance of vaccinations
around the St. Petersburg
campus.
“Our hope is that students
display that they got the

vaccine and others who see
a lot of their peers wearing
these as a statement will
reinforce a message and
influence them that we can all
do this together,” said Beltran.
In addition to the
merchandise, the grant also
offered the Wellness Center
an opportunity to hire two
students as social media
ambassadors –– a temporary
paid position in which the
students spread vaccine
awareness online.
The Wellness Center also
hosts weekly vaccination
clinics. On Tuesdays (10 a.m.
to 12 p.m.) and Wednesdays
(1 to 3 p.m.), The Wellness
Center offers the Johnson
& Johnson vaccine and the
two-dose Pfizer vaccine to
the USF community. Booster
vaccinations are also offered
during the clinics.
The service is available
to students, future students,
faculty, staff and family
members aged 13 and up.
aubrey14@usf.edu
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USF’s economic impact
EXCEEDS $6 billioN

By Sofía García Var
Crow’s Nest Staff

A

Muma College
of Business
study found the
University of South Florida’s
economic impact to be over
$6 billion during the 20192020 fiscal year.
The report defines the
economic output as “the
total value of production of
goods and services generated
through USF-related
spending.”
According to the study,
USF generates this impact
through the people involved
in its everyday operations,
including construction,
student spending, research
and innovation, and visitor
spending on sports events.
The distribution of the sum
resulted in $3,253 million
(54.07%) in direct effects,
$1,709 million (29.39%) in
induced effects and $1,055
million (17.54%) in indirect
effects within the university’s
ecosystem.
The study found the
following:
**Every $1 of state
funding invested in USF
helps generate more than $14
in economic output.

NEWS 3

** USF-related direct
spending supports 68,704
jobs in Florida.
** USF was awarded
$535.4 million in research
contracts and grants.
“As a major research
university that shares a
symbiotic relationship with
a growing urban region, the
University of South Florida
is a powerful engine of
prosperity,” USF Interim
President Rhea Law said.
The university’s reputation
continues to grow.
In 2021, USF was
ranked No. 19 among U.S.
public universities, No. 28
among U.S. public and private
universities and Florida’s top
university for international
enrollment.
Additionally, the study
placed USF as the 14th largest
public employer in Florida.
The university is also
recognized for its production
of high-quality professionals,
“many of the jobs supported
by USF are in high-skill,
high-wage, knowledge-based
industries,” the study said.
The report further explores
the university’s social impact
in the community, fostering

COURTESY OF USF

USF contributes over 60,000 jobs and $6 billion dollars to Florida’s economy.
inclusivity and access to
opportunity.
USF uplifted its firstgeneration and low-income
student numbers as well as
gender, racial and ethnic
diversity.
Named “America’s fastestrising university” for second
year in a row, the university
continues to show its potential
as an educational leader both

locally and nationally.
“USF has been
instrumental in producing
talent throughout various
industry sectors from
financial, accounting,
insurance, hospitality, nursing
and others,” Lisa Krouse,
CEO of the Sarasota County
Economic Development
Corporation, said. “USF
plays a vital role in producing

strong talent for our local
economy. Their business
partnerships thrive because
it has contributed to the
incredible success that has
been seen by businesses in
our community.”
sgarciavargas@usf.edu

MAYOR KEN WELCH PROMISES
PROGRESS IN INAUGURAL ADDRESS

Continued from front page

Amid the city’s dramatic
population growth and rising
rent, Welch expressed his
commitment to tackling
housing affordability and
embracing “the people’s
desire for a community where
every person is valued.”
Students, such as digital
communications and
multimedia journailism
sophomore Emerson Taylor,
believe Welch is a beacon of
hope.
“I’m really happy that we
have someone like [Welch]
as our mayor because he has
been heavily involved in the
community and wants to help
people instead of just talking
about doing so,” Taylor said.
“He is super engaging and

plans to make a difference
by solving issues such as
rent prices and the future of
Tropicana.”
During his time as mayor,
Welch plans to emphasize
expanding diversity at the
USF St. Petersburg campus.
“[An issue] I speak
with USF leadership about
is diversity, equity and
inclusion, as well as making
sure USF St. Petersburg is
an opportunity for the entire
community,” Welch said in
an interview with The Crow’s
Nest.
“The leadership at USF
continues to stay committed to
addressing that and in recent
conversations, they showed an
increase in minority student
enrollment,” Welch said.

“Equity has to be intentional,
and we need to keep our foot
on the gas.”
Welch closed his speech
by asking the citizens of St.
Petersburg to look at the city’s
diversity as “not something
that divides us” but “our
greatest strength.”
“When we do that, we
can — and will — move past
the silos, the prejudices, the
petty politics, and we will be
able to build an inclusive path
forward,” Welch said. “The
conversations may not be
comfortable or easy. But… it
can be done. In fact, it must
be done.”
mollyr5@usf.edu

COURTESY OF THE CITY OF ST. PETSERSBURG

Ken Welch (left) places his hand on the Bible, held
by his daughter Kenya Welch, and is sworn in as the
mayor of St. Petersburg.
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By Baron Reichenbach
Crow’s Nest Staff

Yuengling to sponsor Brewing Arts
program scholarship
By Sofía García Var
Crow’s Nest Staff

gas

T

hat’s right, we’re
bringing it back, dear
readers.

As part of the 2022
design update to The Crow’s
Nest, we’ve decided to
resurrect The Margin, a
dedicated space in the
paper for more creative and
personalized writing.
In seeking a more fresh
and engaging vision for
The Nest going forward,
we found ourselves looking
back to our history for
inspiration. With the
number of interdisciplinary
contributors rising, we felt
it would be fitting to return
the more freeform space
provided by The Margin in
previous volumes.
So bring forth your
poems, hot takes and shouts
into the void. There is now
a home for them here.
baronr@usf.edu

A

merica’s oldest
brewery, D.G.
Yuengling & Son,
Inc., is set to sponsor a $5,000
scholarship for students of the
Brewing Arts program at the
University of South Florida
St. Petersburg.
According campus to a
press release, the Diversity
in Brewing Scholarship
will be awarded to a student
from a “traditionally
underrepresented population”
to cover the certificate
program’s spring 2022
semester tuition cost.
Director of the Brewing
Arts program Jennifer Sedillo
said that by working with
Yuengling, they “hope to
continue to enhance the
brewing industry in Tampa
Bay while also improving
diversity in our field.”
In 2015, as craft brewing
became one of the fastest
growing industries in the
United States, USF’s College
of Arts and Sciences decided
to launch a 23-week online
program available to any
brewer enthusiast seeking to
follow that career path.
The flexibility of online
courses is mixed with handson experience to broaden the
student’s knowledge from
base ingredients to the science

COURTESY OF USF

The College of Arts and Sciences launched the Brewing Arts program in
response to the rapid rise of the craft brewing industry.
and business of craft beer.
In Florida alone, there
are nearly 20 craft breweries
participating in the program
and providing opportunities,
like internships, to students.
Locally acclaimed
businesses like Cigar City
Brewing, 3 Daughters
Brewing, St. Pete Brewing
and Green Bench Brewing
are among some of the
participating breweries.
The scholarship came
to be as the Brewers
Association completed a
survey in 2019 that claimed
“brewery employees are
disproportionately white in
relation to both the general
U.S. population and where
breweries are located.”

The survey also showed
that most employees were
male.
“Diversity has been an
ongoing concern of ours for
our program and the industry
at large,” Sedillo said.
“We are certainly aware
of this issue, and have been
successful in getting more
female students into the
program recently and hope to
continue progress on this front
with more underrepresented
groups.”
This is not the first time
Yuengling has partnered with
the university. Since 2017,
the brewery has sponsored
the Brewing Arts Program’s
Student Veteran Award.

To be eligible for the
Diversity in Brewing
Scholarship, applicants need
to be a U.S. citizen or U.S.
permanent resident, part of a
traditionally underrepresented
racial/ethnic/gender/sexual
orientation group and be
accepted into the Brewing
Arts certificate program.
The spring semester cohort
will begin on Feb. 7, 2022.
For more information,
contact Jennifer Sedillo
at jsedillo@usf.edu, or
visit stpetersburg.usf.edu/
brew.
sgarciavargas@usf.edu

Funding approved for new pool at USFSP
By Sofía García Var
Crow’s Nest Staff

F

unding for a new
pool at the USF St.
Petersburg campus
was approved by the Board of
Trustees.
The new outdoor facility
will replace the nearly
90-year-old pool outside of H.
William Heller Hall.
In April 2021, Campus
Recreation proposed the use
of funds available for Heller
Hall in the St. Petersburg’s
budget to either renovate the

existing infrastructure or build
a new one closer to the center
of campus.
The Heller Hall pool, in
addition to being an unknown
amenity for students, has seen
decadent conditions in the
past years.
Built in the 1930s, the
current pool has various leaks
and a broken heater that needs
continuous fixing.
According to a press
release, the estimated
renovations would cost $1.5
million, however it doesn’t
seems like a viable option

COURTESY OF USF

for Director of Campus
Recreation Al Gentilini.
“We aren’t being good
stewards if we keep dumping
money into this old pool when
we could be saving money,”
Gentilini added.
On Dec. 7, the Board
of Trustees approved
$2.1 million for the new
4,600-square-foot pool that
will also include an enclosed
pumphouse, an indoor
classroom and office space.
The new facility will be
built in the back of the Pelican
Apartment’s residence hall,

making it more accessible to
students, especially those who
have expressed discomfort of
having to walk across campus
in their swimwear to get to
Heller Hall.
Campus Recreation also
plans to hold scuba and
swimming lessons as well as
rent out the space to outside
entities for youth camps
during summer.
By making this upgrade,
the university hopes to attract
students that focus on location
and campus amenities.

The architectural plans are
set to be completed by the
end of the month with ground
breaking set to the end of
summer, and the opening of
the new pool by spring 2023,
according to Gentilini.
sgarciavargas@usf.edu

COURTESY OF USF

The pool will be placed behind RHO as a replacement The current pool has a broken heater and other issues that make continuous
for the Heller Hall pool.
renovations expensive.
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USF protects Tampa Bay’s coast via
mapping technology
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By Brianna Madden
Contributor

T

he University of
South Florida’s
College of Marine
Science (CMS) recently
launched an uncrewed solar
powered vessel to map Tampa
Bay’s coastal areas.
With the support from
the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Association
(NOAA) and other private
companies, such as SeaTrac
and Fugro, researchers hope
to gain a better understanding
of how to protect the delicate
coastlines of Tampa Bay.
The technology used in
this mission is revolutionary
and scientists hope the results
will inspire similar projects
around the globe.
SeaTrac has designed and
constructed an Uncrewed
Surface Vessel (USV) to map
specific target areas near
Egmont Key, John’s Pass, and
the St. Petersburg Bay Reef.
The sixteen-foot long USV
is equipped with cutting-edge
acoustic sensors and sonar.
This technology is capable
of producing high resolution
images of the seafloor and
sending them directly to
awaiting scientists.
Powered by solar panels
and remotely controlled
without an on-board crew, the
USV is a sustainable way to

COURTESY OF USF

SeaTracs’ USV travels at about 4 knots as it surveys the coastal topography of the Tampa Bay area.
conduct research.
A “chase boat” will closely
follow the USV to ensure its
safety throughout the mission.
This includes looking out
for other vessels and marine
animals.
Researchers are also using
satellite imagery to assist in
filling in the blanks the USV
might miss.
The satellite is capable
of mapping a larger area of
Tampa Bay since the USV

is limited to traveling at
about 3-4 knots (3.5 mph).
However, compared to the
USV, the satellite produces
less detailed images of the
complex and ever-changing
coastal areas of Tampa Bay.
In addition to SeaTrac’s
contribution, Fugro produced
a Rapid Airborne Multibeam
Mapping System (RAMMS).
Starting January of 2022,
an airplane containing the
RAMMS technology will

COURTESY OF USF

A map of the target areas the USV and RAMMS airplane intend to survey
throughout the project.

survey 90 square miles
of Tampa Bay to offer
further information on the
geographical features of
Florida coastal areas.
This project is essential
to devising a plan to protect
Florida’s valuable coastal
areas.
The Florida peninsula is
characterized as a landmass
at surface level with minimal
elevation. Therefore,
coastlines are Florida’s
main defense against floods,
storms, and rising sea level
due to global warming.
Researchers are hoping
to discover more about
the relationship between
humans and the ocean,
how to maintain a healthy
environment and to encourage
future researchers to see
the importance of mapping
coastal topography.
Coastal areas have proved
to be the most difficult
regions to survey since
water clarity, visibility, and
depth varies along the entire
coastline. However, they
are the most vulnerable to
weather, pollution, and effects
of global warming, making
it imperative to map and
analyze.
Scientists hope to exhibit
cost efficient surveying to
learn more about coastal
innovation, natural resources,
mining, storm surge
modeling, maritime safety,
and fisheries management.
Protecting the Florida
coastlines is becoming a
number one priority for USF,
CMS, NOAA and other
organizations as sea levels
rise and storm events continue
to break down the primary
defense of low-lying land.
The goal of this mission
is not only to better protect
vulnerable coastlines, but
to experiment with different
technology to devise the most
successful combination of
survey techniques.

The project is considered
a breakthrough for USF
researchers, as well as the
Marine Science community,
especially those that
specialize in seafloor
topography.
Due to its potential, this
mission has been highly
supported through financial
needs, technology, and strong
voices. “New technology
approaches can improve
priorities such as shallow
water mapping, coastal
resilience, and emergency
response,” said Neil Watson,
chief scientist at NOAA’s
Office of Coastal Survey.
While the technological
advances already achieved are
impressive, researchers are
confident that the USV will
yield successful results.
“We’re excited to find the
best mix of technologies for
surveying complex, shallow
areas – a top priority for
Florida, the nation, and the
globe,” said Steve Murawski
of the Center for Ocean
Mapping and Innovative
Technologies.
Unfortunately, more of
Mars has been mapped than
our Earth’s oceans, leaving
about 50% of what scientists
call the Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ) uncharted.
“I’m delighted to see USF
and its partners answering
the call for research and
innovation in coastal
mapping” said Florida House
Speaker Chris Sprowls.
This innovative step
towards technological
advancement intends to offer
endless opportunities to better
protect and understand the
crucial waterways of not only
Tampa Bay, but the entire
globe.
Brianna Madden is a
freshman marine biology
major at the USF St.
Petersburg campus.
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CRACKING DOWN ON AN OUTDATED
6 OP-ED
SYSTEM COULD CHANGE DEMOCRACY
THE
CROW’S NEST
The Crow’s Nest is committed to
providing its readers with news
relevant to the University of South
Florida St. Petersburg campus and its
surrounding community. The Crow’s
Nest abides by the highest ethical
standards and focuses on stories that
help readers make informed decisions
on current issues. We take seriously the
public’s trust in our news reporting and
strive to uphold the highest standards
of reporting as defined by the Society
of Professional Journalists. Opinions
in this newspaper do not necessarily
represent those of the administration,
faculty or student body.
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Mission Statement

C

ivic engagement
is the lifeblood of
our representative
democracy.
We need individuals that
put in the work to register
people to vote, to protest
inaction by government
officials, to campaign for
good candidates and to be
involved in every step of the
public policy process.
Civic engagement is how
we instill democratic values
in each new generation and, in
turn, continue our tradition of
government of the people, by
the people and for the people.
However, this important
work is being undermined
by a structural issue in our
electoral system – partisan
gerrymandering.
The term refers to an
unconstitutional drawing of
district lines that purposefully
maximizes seats for one
party or voting bloc has been
an issue since our nation’s
founding.
The term
“gerrymandering” was named
after Elbridge Gerry, a former
Governor of Massachusetts,
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are permitted one copy per issue.
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in Arizona made districts
far more competitive
and incentivized elected
representatives to work across
the aisle.
Instituting this single
structural reform nationwide
would have a domino effect
of positive results across our
country.
Drawing more competitive
districts will make working
across the aisle in Congress
an increased occurrence
because legislators will
have to respond to members
of both parties rather than
solely cater to their base and
party activists — this will
loosen the ideological tension
cultivated between those on
opposite ends of the political
spectrum.
Furthermore, the
implementation of
independent redistricting
commissions will make
elected representatives
more responsive to their
constituents. The Florida
Legislature, for example,
feels free to ignore policy
proposals that most Floridians
agree with because they know
that their districts are drawn
to prevent them from losing
power.
If elected officials can’t
pick their own voters, then
they will have to be more
responsive to the desires of
the people.
Because redistricting
happens every ten years after
new census data is collected .
Florida maps are currently
being drawn for the decade

to come. The problem lies
in the Republican members
of the Florida House who
recently released aggressively
gerrymandered Congressional
maps.
It doesn’t have to be this
way.
H.R. 1, the “For The
People Act,” a bill that
would prevent politicians
from picking their voters
by requiring states to
establish independent
redistricting commissions for
Congressional redistricting,
has passed the U.S. House of
Representatives.
It is now being held
up in the U.S. Senate by a
Republican filibuster despite
polling data claiming that
the bill is overwhelmingly
popular nationwide.
If you want to prevent
politicians from picking
their own voters, call Senate
Democrats Kyrsten Sinema
and Joe Manchin and urge
them to reform the filibuster
so that the “For The People
Act”, or a different bill that
requires states to establish
independent redistricting
commissions, can be passed.
Let’s act now to make our
republic more representative
of the people that it is
designed to serve.
Zachary Blair-Andrews is
a political science student at
the USF Tampa campus.

Natural ways to heal yourself

Staff Reporter
Max Steele

Multimedia Editor
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who redrew the map of the
Massachusetts State Senate in
1810 to weaken the opposing
Federalist party.
Partisan gerrymandering
stifles competition within
our congressional or state
legislative districts by
favoring one party over
another.
Given the devolved system
of electoral politics in our
country, states are at different
points in either dealing with
gerrymandering or choosing
to perpetuate it.
Currently, only nine
states rely on independent
redistricting commissions
to redraw districts every
decade. Members of these
commissions are not allowed
to be legislators or public
officials.
Using measures like the
efficiency gap, an academic
method of quantifying the
caliber of gerrymandering,
determines whether either
party enjoyed a systemic
advantage in turning votes
into seats by counting the
number of votes each party
wastes (votes for losing
candidates or excess votes
for winning candidates) in an
election.
California and Arizona are
two of the nine states that use
independent commissions.
After implementing an
independent redistricting
commission in California,
an Associated Press analysis
found almost no efficiency
gap. Similarly, an independent
redistricting commission

By Mykayla Grecco
Contributor

O

ur bodies work in
mysterious ways.
By listening and
using our own body, we can
naturally heal ourselves;
this is considered holistic
medicine.
Holistic medicine isn’t
just about healing one area
physically. It provides healing
for your physical, mental,
emotional and spiritual wellbeing. It is a natural remedy
that uses your body to help
pinpoint where you need
support. Of course, where you
already know you need it.
Holistic medicine,
according to WebMD, is
defined as healing that
considers the whole person
– body, mind, spirit and

emotions – in the quest for
optimal health and can help
you gain balance in your life.
Two popular types
of holistic healing are
acupuncture and crystals.
Emily Egan, an
acupuncturist at St. Pete
Community Acupuncture,
said she treats pains, such
as back and shoulders, etc.
and, mental and emotional
struggles such as anxiety and
depression.
“In dealing with anxiety,
we try to identify and
differentiate the cause to
figure out which acupuncture
point to use. This can help
kind of shut off the fight
or flight response, and if
that isn’t enough, we delve
deeper,” Egan said.
Holistic medicine can
be a healthier alternative to
anti-depressants and anxiety
medication.
Egan suggests her patients
should come in at least two or
three times a week for better
results. As she monitors their
progress, they can start to
taper off and have sessions
ranging from once a month,
every other month and

eventually months apart.
Many people may be
fearful and steer away from
acupuncture because of
the misconception that it is
painful.
Egan stated that the
needles used are called
filiform needles.“They are
really small and thin. They are
designed to separate tissue,
not cut through tissue like
a hypodermic needle that is
used for injections.”
Some needles that are
used are painless. Egen said
patients tell her all the time
that they only felt one out of
20 needles in a session.
Kelah Lehart, an employee
at St. Petersburg’s Wings
Metaphysical Gifts and
Books, has used crystals to
help her heal emotionally.
Lehart gravitated to
crystals because of the earthly
and spiritual connections they
possess.
She explains to her
customers that using crystals
on the bodies’ different energy
points can help align chakras
because they are energy
sources. Chakras, according
to Healthline, are thought to

be spinning disks of energy
that should stay “open” and
aligned, as they correspond
to bundles of nerves, major
organs and areas of our
energetic body that affect our
emotional and physical wellbeing.
“By putting certain crystals
on their corresponding chakra
points, you will be able to
balance that area,” Lehart
said. “In balancing all your
chakra points you will be able
to release negative energy and
emotion, which helps your
entire state of being.”
Crystals aren’t just a onetime fix, one must use and
work with them continuously
to reap the benefits. Lehart
suggested meditating with
crystals to help amplify their
effects.
Not all healing requires
a doctor’s visit. Our bodies
know best where we are
hurting, struggling and need
healing. So, why not listen to
your body and utilize it?
Mykayla Grecco is a junior
digital communications and
journalism major at the USF
St. Petersburg campus.
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Art and culture come to Florida
for Sponge Docks Art and Craft Festival

Story and photos by
Sophia George
Crow’s Nest Staff

T

he Tarpon Springs
Sponge Docks, a
lively and bustling
waterfront boulevard, started
the new year off with a
weekend-long arts and crafts
festival.
Hosted by the Tarpon
Springs Merchants
Association and Howard Alan
Events, the Sponge Docks Art
and Craft Festival ran from
Saturday, Jan. 1 to Sunday,
Jan. 2.
Historic Tarpon Springs is
known by locals and tourists
alike for its authentic Greek
restaurants, bakeries, markets
and an array of sea sponge
shops. Even more people
gathered on Dodecanese
Boulevard during the event
as it was lined with dozens of
tents where artists and small
business owners from all
around the country displayed

their creative and unique
pieces.
Families strolled along
the street with smiles on their
faces, taking in the sunshine
and an endless selection
of art, jewelry and other
homemade goods.
Some vendors shared with
The Crow’s Nest about their
businesses, messages to the
community and their thoughts
on being a part of an event
like this.
Cynthia Reyes, owner of
Unto Thee Candles, explained
the inspiration behind her
business and where it all
started.
“I hand pour soy scented
candles. I started December of
last year, and we’re originally
from Fairfax, Virginia, right
outside of D.C.,” Reyes said.
This was the first
Florida show she had ever
participated in.
“The best thing is all the
people I get to meet. I love
meeting new people, talking

to them, and getting to share
about the products,” Reyes
said.
Reyes’ goal with her
business is to spread the
message of, “You do your
best, you give your best and
then people get the best.”
Sawai McLaughlin, owner
of Cut Out Designs explained,
“My art is wearable art. I
draw, sew and cut it out, each
one in detail.”
McLaughlin and her
husband first started the
business 10 years ago, but she
has taken over and carried it
out in her name for the past
three years.
Her hard work and
dedication have enabled her
to participate in art festivals
all around the country, and
she finds satisfaction in seeing
her customers smiling and
laughing.
Arts and crafts festivals
like this are an amazing
way for artists to share their
passions, stories and creativity

with the world. It also gives
locals the opportunity to go
out and support these artists in
any way they can.
Over the next few months,
Howard Alan Events will be
hosting more arts and crafts
festivals around Florida.
From Saturday, Jan. 29 to
Sunday, Jan. 30, they will
be collaborating with St.
Armands Circle in Sarasota
for their 19th Annual Art
Festival. The event will run
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
admission is free.
Downtown Dunedin will
host another weekend-long
arts and crafts festival from
Feb. 19 to Feb. 20. The 29th
Annual Downtown Dunedin
Craft Festival begins at 10
a.m. and ends at 5 p.m.
To find out about upcoming
events in Tarpon Springs,
check out spongedocks.net/
tarpon-springs-events/
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To learn about other art
and craft festivals around
Florida, visit www.artfestival.
com/calendar/festival
george117@usf.edu

Owner of Cut Out
Designs, Sawai
McLaughlin, shares her
passion for creating
unique t-shirts with
festival goers.

By Sophia George
Crow’s Nest Staff
MONDAY
If you’re on TikTok,
specifically “booktok,”
you may have heard about
The Seven Husbands of
Evelyn Hugo by Taylor
Jenkins Reid. Now’s
your chance to give it a
read with USF SarasotaManatee campus’ Virtual
Book Club. Anyone on
any campus is welcome to
join, and the first meeting
will be held from 7 to 8
p.m. on Microsoft Teams.
You can RSVP and request
a free copy of the book on
BullsConnect.
TUESDAY
Writing and publishing
a book doesn’t need to be
difficult or intimidating.
If you have dreams of
becoming an author, but
need some guidance and
feedback, Global Book
Publishing is hosting a
virtual Book Writing and
Publishing Workshop.

From strategies and
mistakes to marketing
and costs associated with
publishing, you can learn it
all in this live session. The
workshop will take place
online from 7 to 9 p.m.
Visit eventbrite.com to
register.
WEDNESDAY
New to USFSP and
looking for a way to
get familiar with your
new campus and peers?
COMPASS Student
Experience will be hosting
Transfer Welcome Night
from 4 to 8 p.m. Meet on
Harborwalk right outside
the USC building for a tour
of campus, followed by a
welcome event, dinner and
tips for preparing for your
first semester as a Bull.
Starting at 6:30 p.m. you
can choose from an array of
breakout sessions to answer
questions you may have. To
RSVP, head over to bit.ly/
TransferWelcomeNightS22.

THURSDAY
Join the Harborside
Activities Board for the
Welcome Back Festival,
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on
the SLC Lawn. Grab some
friends and head over for
four live performances,
as well as free food and
drinks. Have fun and
celebrate the beginning
of a new semester! Visit
BullsConnect to register for
free.
FRIDAY
Learn about all the
career opportunities and
resources available on
campus while playing
games and meeting new
friends with WOW Career
Game Night hosted by
Career Services. Join in
on a fun and informational
event in the Career Center
from 4 to 6 p.m. Register
for free on BullsConnect.

Show
some spirit for your
class by making a tiedye “Class of” shirt at
Vibin’ Tie-Dye! Hosted
by COMPASS Student
Experience on the USC
Lawn from 11 a.m. to 1
p.m. The shirts will be
provided but be sure to
bring your own tie-dye
colors and patterns. Visit
BullsConnect for free
registration.
SATURDAY
What better way to
explore downtown St.
Petersburg’s vibrant and
diverse culture than the
St. Pete Walking Mural
Tour? Admire the murals
of the Central Arts District
and learn about the stories
and passion behind them,
every Saturday from 10 to
11:30 a.m. The tour begins
at Florida CraftArt, located
at 501 Central Ave, and
then leads through fourblocks of art. Groups are
limited to 10 people and

your tour must be booked
by 4 p.m. the day before.
To book a tour, email
gallery@FloridaCraftsmen.
net or call 727-821-7391.
SUNDAY
Start the semester off
by relaxing your body and
mind with Yoga at The
Dali. Hosted by Lucky Cat
Yoga every third Sunday of
each month, the class is a
unique opportunity to find
peace and inspiration while
being immersed in the
world of Dali. Classes take
place from 9 to 10 a.m. in
either the Raymond James
Community Room or
Avant-Garden. Admission
is $10 for members and $15
for non-members, and you
can pay an additional $10
to view the galleries on the
same day. Visit thedali.org
for more information and
tickets.
george117@usf.edu

January 10, 2022

8

THE CROW ’S NEST

SPORTS

Jake Paul knocks out Tyron
Woodley in stunning fashion

Scores

By Max Steele
Crow’s Nest Staff

USF Men’s Basketball
Date Teams
Score

nternet-sensation Jake
Paul defeated former
Ultimate Fighting
Championship (UFC)
champion Tyron Woodley in
a professional boxing bout on
Dec. 18 at Amalie Arena in
Tampa.
Paul, dubbed “The
Problem Child,” delivered a
stunning, one-punch knockout
in the sixth round to claim
victory and solidify his place
in the sport.
The two cruiserweight
boxers fought last year on
Aug. 29 in Cleveland, ending
in a split decision win for Paul
and an “I Love Jake Paul”
tattoo for Woodley.
Following the win, Paul
planned to fight professional
boxer Tommy Fury (7-0), the
younger brother of current
heavyweight champion Tyson
Fury.
Fury pulled out of the fight
on two weeks’ notice after
claiming he suffered a broken
rib and chest infection during
training camp.
To prevent the entire event
from being canceled, Paul
sent Woodley a contract that
included a $500,000 bonus

Jan. 5

Houston at 83-66 (L)
USF

Jan. 8

USF at
Tulane

68-54 (L)

USF Women’s Basketball
Date

Teams

Score

Jan. 5

USF at
Cincinnati

61-46 (W)

Schedules
USF Men’s Basketball
Date

Teams

Jan. 12 USF at Southern
Methodist
Jan. 15 UCF at USF

USF Women’s Basketball
Date

Teams

Jan. 12 USF at Tulane
Jan. 16 USF at UCF

I

COURTESY OF ESPN

Paul knocks Woodley out with a strong right hand during the sixth-round of the
rematch.
incentive if he knocked him
out. Woodley accepted, eager
for another shot at taking
down Paul.
The fight started off
moderately slow, as the two
boxers repeatedly clinched
one another to avoid a
knockout. Blood trickled
down Paul’s face after
catching a stray elbow in the
third round that split the right
side of his forehead open.
The fight was even on
paper until the sixth round,

when Paul hit Woodley with a
clean right hand and sent him
face-first onto the canvas.
“At some point, we’re
going to have to put a little
respect on Jake’s name,”
Woodley said during the postfight press conference. “He’s
tough.”
Paul (5-0) has now
knocked out every opponent
he has fought, including
NBA veteran Nate Robinson
and former UFC fighter Ben
Askren.

Paul has been named
Sport’s Illustrated “Breakout
Boxer of the Year” and was
awarded ESPN Ringside’s
“Knockout of the Year”.
After calling out Conor
McGregor, Canelo Álvarez,
Floyd Mayweather, and more,
it’s safe to assume that “The
Problem Child” is here to stay
and will continue to put on a
show.
mksteele1@usf.edu

Kriseman chooses Midtown Development to
redevelop Tropicana Field site

By Max Steele
Crow’s Nest Staff

F

ollowing years
of discussion, St.
Petersburg Mayor
Rick Kriseman announced
that he has chosen Midtown
Development of Miami to
redevelop the 86-acre site
that the Tampa Bay Rays’
Tropicana Field currently sits
on.
The downtown site has
seen controversy since its
creation, as it was originally
built atop a historic Black
neighborhood and has since
yielded relatively little
financial success due to low
attendance at Rays’ games.
Midtown’s redevelopment
plans, coined “Creekside,”

include thousands of housing
units, office space, retail
shops, parks, open walkways,
designated areas for artists,
and a 510-room hotel.
Midtown estimates that
Creekside will cost anywhere
from $2.7 to $3.8 billion with
construction taking place
between 2023 and 2048.
Midtown’s plans vary
depending on whether or
not the Rays remain in St.
Petersburg. On Dec. 7, Rays
owner Stu Sternberg met with
Tampa Mayor Jane Castor to
formally propose a move to
Ybor City.
The move would free
up nearly 26 acres of the
downtown site, allowing
Midtown to build more
infrastructure. If the team

COURTESY OF MIDTOWN DEVELOPMENT OF MIAMI

Midtown Development previously built Midtown
Miami and are in the master-planning stages of
Midtown Orlando.

decides to stay, Midtown
has proposed building a
new, state-of-the-art stadium
located between Booker
Creek and 16th Street.
Midtown has pledged
to reconnect south St.
Petersburg to the site and
aims to desegregate the
neighborhoods within the
development. The developers
also plan to build Heritage
Trail, a commemorative
walkway with memorials and
monuments that emphasize
Black history.
Ultimately, no
redevelopment plans will
be finalized until the St.
Petersburg City Council
approves them and newly
elected Mayor Ken Welch is
inaugurated.
“As mayor, I plan to put
the same amount of effort [as
Kriseman] in evaluating those
plans, as well as new ideas
and moving forward with a
version that capitalizes on
St. Petersburg’s incredible
momentum and reconnects
our community,” Welch said.
Only time will tell what
will become of the Tropicana
Field site, but with seemingly
endless ideas and a prevailing
desire to expand, St.
Petersburg will only continue
to innovate and evolve.
mksteele1@usf.edu

COURTESY OF MIDTOWN DEVELOPMENT OF MIAMI

Midtown Development of Miami released renderings
of its proposed redevelopment of the Tropicana Field
site.

COURTESY OF MIDTOWN DEVELOPMENT OF MIAMI

Midtown’s redevelopment plans include apartment
complexes, retail shops and scenic walkways
alongside downtown’s Booker Creek.

